
 

 
 
 

 

GOLIATH AWAITS AS THE HAYEMAKER GOES ALL IN AT THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST POKER TOURNAMENT OUTSIDE OF LAS VEGAS 

 
 

David Haye will compete at Grosvenor Casinos’ Goliath Poker Tournament in Coventry, 
following 12 months of intense poker training, acting lessons and memory coaching 

 
The Hayemaker’s former rival turned poker teacher, Audley Harrison, also set to fly in for 

a shot at a share of the £800,000 prize pot 
 
 
Monday 29 July: Former Unified World Cruiserweight and WBA Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion, David Haye, is ready to deliver the knock-out blow against thousands of players as 
he takes on the world’s biggest live poker tournament outside of Las Vegas. 
 
Following 12 months of intense training with some of the world’s best players, The 
Hayemaker has been transformed from a poker novice to being ready to compete at 
Grosvenor Casinos’ Goliath Poker Tournament at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry (27 July – 4 
August). 
 
Having confessed to not playing a single hand before taking on the challenge, Haye will need 
to beat more than 7,000 amateur and professional players, including his former boxing rival, 
Audley Harrison, who has helped coach The Hayemaker on his poker journey. 
 
Speaking ahead of the first day of qualifying for a shot at the guaranteed £100,000 first prize, 
David said: “The last twelve months have been extremely challenging. Trying to learn how to 
play poker from scratch hasn’t been easy but working with some of the best poker players on 
the world circuit has helped to prepare me for the task ahead.  
 
“I was a complete novice before taking on this challenge and working with Grosvenor Casinos 
has helped me to gain the skills and strategy needed to be in with a shot of competing against 
thousands of opponents with lots more experience at Goliath. 
 
“The pressure will be intense but I’m really excited to play and having beaten one goliath 
already in the boxing ring to be named World Boxing Champion, I’m heading to Coventry to 
win.” 
 



Haye, who retired from professional boxing in June 2018, won 28 professional fights out of 
32, as well as overcoming his own ‘goliath’ when he famously defeated, Nikolai Valuev, to win 
the WBA title in 2009.  
 
To help him master poker, Haye has travelled the world to take part in poker events and 
unique training opportunities with actors, memory coaches and psychologists to forge his 
own style and poker personality.  
 
One of his biggest successes on his poker journey took place in the Philippines, when after a 
48-hour bootcamp with Harrison, the Hayemaker entered a Manila tournament finishing 
28th out of 500 to cash in, which Haye marked as a similar feeling to winning a world title 
belt. 
 
As part of this challenge, Haye has also been coached by some of the best poker 
professionals on the circuit, such as Grosvenor Casinos’ sponsored players, Jeff Kimber, 
Katie Swift and Joe Beevers, who have won more than $4million dollars between them. 
 
Russell Tamplin, Head of Poker for Grosvenor Casinos, said: “Poker is an intense game of 
skill and strategy, and over the last twelve months David has shown incredible commitment 
to learn how to play poker to a high standard.  

“It’s been a rollercoaster of a journey getting to this point, but David has shown all of his 
natural fighting spirit to prepare for taking on Goliath. The question is, will The Hayemaker 
instill fear into his opponents, or will he fold under pressure as many poker players will also 
be keen to deliver a knockout blow.” 

Grosvenor Casinos’ Goliath Poker Tournament 2019 takes place from 27 July to 4 August 2019 
at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry.  For more information and to follow the David vs Goliath 
journey visit www.facebook.com/grosvenorcasinos/  
   
Please gamble responsibly: www.begambleaware.org 

  
-ENDS- 

  
For more information contact Andrew Boocock or Liam McNamara at Stripe 
Communications on grosvenorcasinos@stripecommunications.com or call 020 3889 1980. 
  
Notes to Editors 

 
About the Goliath Poker Tournament 
 
The ten-day poker festival Goliath takes play at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry and is home to 
the largest live poker tournament outside of the U.S.A, the Goliath Main Event. The 
£100+25 buy-in tournament is expected to exceed last year’s record of 7,584 entries.   
   
2019 also sees the return of the Grosvenor Casinos’ U.K. Women’s Poker Championship 
(GUKWPC), which broke the record for the largest women’s poker tournament in the U.K 
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with over 200 runners last year. Also back on the schedule in 2019 is the Grosvenor Casinos 
U.K. Masters Poker Championship (GUKMPC) for all poker aficionados over the age of 50. 
  
Grosvenor Casinos encourage all players wishing to take part to preregister either on 
Grosvenorpoker.com or at your local Grosvenor Casino Cardroom. The 2019 Goliath 
schedule can be found here: https://www.gukpt.com/events-goliath/ 
 
 
About Grosvenor Casinos 
Grosvenor Casinos is part of The Rank Group Plc, a leading European gaming business, based 
in the UK and listed on the London Stock Exchange. Rank Group owns Grosvenor Casinos, the 
largest UK casino operator with 52 casinos nationwide and Mecca Bingo, the UK's leading 
bingo operator. 
  
Players can experience the best that Grosvenor Casinos has to offer by visiting one of its 
casinos or by playing online at grosvenorcasinos.com. For more information on Rank Group, 
please call the head office on +44 (0)1628 504000 or visit www.rank.com. 
  
The Rank Group Plc is committed to the promotion of responsible gaming practices and works 
hard to ensure a positive leisure experience for all customers.  For more details on The Rank 
Group Plc’s policies on responsible gambling please visit www.rank.com/responsibility. 
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